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About this time, the old men of the tribe date the sud-
den evacuation of their town on the island of La Pointe,
and the planting of their lodges in the adjoining Bay of
Shag-a-wanm-ik-ong, which oceurrence I have fully men-
tioned in the preceding chapter. The first white men
whom they tell of having visited them, came after this
dispersion, and while they were congregated on the shores
of the Bay.

One clear morning in the early part of winter, soon
after the islands which are clustered in this portion of
Lake Superior and knownas the Apostles, had been locked
in ice, a party of young men of the Ojibways started out
from their village in the Bay of Shag-a-waum-ik-ong, to
2o, as was customary, and spear fish through holes in the
ice, between the island of La Pointe and the main shore,
this being considered as the best ground for this mode of
fishing. While engaged in their sport, they discovered a
smoke arising from a point of the adjacent island, toward
its eastern extremity.

The island of La Pointe was then totally unfrequented,
from superstitious fears which had but a short time pre-
vious led to its total evacuation by the tribe, and it was
considered an act of the greatest hardihood for any one to
set foot on its shores, The young men returned home at
evening and reported the smoke which they had seen
arising from the island, and various were the conjectures
of the old people respecting the persons who would dare
to build a fire on the spirit-haunted isle. They must be
strangers, and the young men were directed, should they
again see the smoke, to go and find out who made it.

Early the next morning, again proceeding to their fish-
ing ground, the young men once more noticed the smoke
arising from the eastern end of the unfrequented island,
and led on by curiosity, they ran thither and found a small
log cabin in which they discovered two white men in the



